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Queen Anne Style Houses  

A number of one and two -story 

Queen Anne style houses were built in 

Anacortes in the late 19
th
 and early 

20
th
 centuries.  Tax assessor records 

indicate that a few were constructed as 

late as 1920, but they were probably 

built somewhat earlier.  Most Queen 

Anne construction in the United States 

ceased around 1910.  These houses are 

often referred to as Victorians, but 

they are a specific style that happened 

to be constructed primarily during the 

Victorian period.  The name is actually a misnomer, as it was coined by a group of 

19
th
 century English architects as representative of the architectural style that was 

popular during the reign of Great Britainôs Queen Anne (1702-14).  However, it 

more accurately represents the earlier Elizabethan and Jacobean periods.  But the 

name has stuck and the style is ubiquitous throughout the United States.  Many 

Queen Anne houses were constructed as great mansions for wealthy industrial 

tycoons.  However, the examples in Anacortes are smaller and more restrained, but 

they still exhibit the primary characteristics of the style.  Most of the Anacortes 

examples are located in Old Town.   

Queen Ann style houses typically have steeply 

pitched roofs, patterned shingles, and usually an 

asymmetrical façade, often with a tower in the 

high style examples.  Porches can be partial or 

full and they often extend along one side of the 

house.  They are also characterized by a fair 

amount of ornamentation, although that can be 

removed over the years as it deteriorates.  
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Primary Subtypes in Anacortes  

Hip Roof with Lower Gables ï this subtype is the most common in the rest of the 

country, but not as prevalent in Anacortes.  It can be difficult to identify at first, as 

the primary hip roof is often covered with multiple gables or finials.  But the 

highest point of the roof is the top of a hip or pyramidal form, with lower gables 

projecting from the front and sides of the main roof.  Examples of this style can be 

found at 1613 7
th

, 1819 8
th

, 1506 10
th
, 1501 12

th
, and 1011 & 1203 20

th
 streets. 

Cross Gable ï this subtype is fairly predominant 

in Anacortes, especially in the Old Town 

neighborhood.  With this type there is generally 

an L-shaped plan, with the porch set into the ñLò.  

This style can be found at 1113 4
th
, 1219 5

th
, 

1020 7
th
, 904 8

th
, 1310 11

th
, 1507 12

th
, 1201 14

th
, 

1114 16
th

, 1314 17
th
, and 819 & 901 20

th
.  

Front Gable ï this subtype is uncommon in 

Anacortes.  It is characterized by a dominant front gable, often with an inset partial 

porch.  An example can be found at 1504 11
th

.   

There are also two variations based on decorative elements that are evident in 

Anacortes, the Spindlework variation which is characterized by turned and incised 

wood ornamentation and the Free Classic variation which uses simpler ornament 

and which historically had a more subtle paint scheme. 
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Other Characteristics:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Bay window 

Decorative shingles 
panes 

Large panes of glass 

Closed gables 

Finial 

Gable ornament 

Tower 

Corner bracket 

Spindlework 

Spindlework variation 

Free Classic variation 


